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Finland’s 
Minerals Strategy  

 
Efficiently managed and sustainable utilisation 
of our mineral resources secures the long-term 
supply of raw materials at a national level, 
while creating the preconditions for stable 
regional development far into the future. 
 
Expertise in the minerals sector also enables 
Finland to effectively promote responsible and 
sustainable management of mineral resources 
within a global environment, as well as 
generating opportunities for new international 
business activities. 



 



 
Finland as a mining cluster country  

 
• An important sector, supported by the government  

• Geological potential  

• Infrastructure, skilled personnel  

• Eastern and Northern part of the country  

• Value chains (machinery, equipment, technology, services)  

• Environmental  impacts   can and must be mitigated  

• Legislative framework  

• Technical solutions  

• Innovations  

• Social acceptance 



 
Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR)  
 The Finnish government’s CSR policy in practice: 

•producing information on CSR, such as reports 
or studies, 

•building dialogue between companies, civil 
society, and public officials, 

•services, such as training on CSR for companies 
or public officials, and  

•legislation, which mainly derives from EU. 
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Finland:  the Mining Act 621/2011  

• Renewal of the mining legislation 2011  

• Finnish chemicals and safety agency Tukes as 
mining authority  

• Evaluation of the implementation of the Act is 
ongoing  

• Objectives  

• Unforeseen effects  

• Technical amendments autumn 2016 

 

 



• Evaluation of the new Mining Act 
from the perspective of land use 
planning, environmental protection 
and participatory rights  
 

• Legal studies on the possibilities of 
the local actors to influence mining 
related decision-making and manage 
different land-use interests  

 
Regulatory analysis on mining governance in Finland:  

Legal research on the national Mining Act  
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Mining attitudes in country comparison  

 
 

• Comparative analysis of social acceptance of 
mining in focus countries  

 

• Public attitudes and values represent one of 
the main criteria for the social acceptance and 
social trust of mining activities  

 



 
More on social license in mining... 

http://www.uef.fi/serm  

 “Social license to operate: a real tool or rhetoric? “ 
Examining the mining industry in Finland, Australia, and Canada  

>> Mineral Resources and Material Substitution Academy Programme     

comparing Finland, Australia & Canada and extra case Greenland  &  some notice also 
to Sweden, Russia & Brazil (through other projects)  

 

1) examines country-specific policies for  responsibile and sustainable mining 
(environmental & social): how responsibility and social acceptability is understood 
and governed  

2) examines governance tools  (public & private) for managing the impacts of mining 
and sharing     the benefits at the local level . 

 

Eg. 

A new national survey on Finns’ attitudes towards mining  (August – December 
2016) 

 

 

Contact address: 

 

 



The project investigates the societal and environmental 
preconditions for the “social licence to operate” and the use of 
this concept in mining activities  

Conseptual  
analysis 

Future  
challenges 

Local protests 

Comparative 
study 

(attitudes & 
policies) 

Regulatory & 
institutional 
arrangements 

Social licence 
to 

operate 



Social license and citizen attitudes research network 





 ευχαριστώ  
Thank  you!  
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